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EE ING the World is 
| Metamorphos'd, and we have. 


at laſt got our Tongues at 


freedom of Speech that equals us to rati- 
onal Animals, I hope you. will Pardon 


I — the 


rr n=." eat — 


The DEDICATION: 


the Pr cſumprion of the Beaſt of the Wood, 
in offering to Dedicate to your Graceſhip 


* 


an unpoliſh'd Piece, that has nothing more 
to recommend it, than the Subject it treats 
of. I do not as other Beaſts have done, 
take you from your once glorious and hap- 
py State, (tho [ Confels your late Loſs 
has been great) ſceing you have Aſſur- 
ance enough to ſupport the moſt ambiti- 
ous Deſires, and that the Fox has ſtill In- 
tereft and Power to Protect you from all 
the Deſigns of your Adverlary : As you 
are Indebted to that ſubtile Aunimal, both 
for your Station and Riches, whoſe Bene- 
volence was very conſpicious in all Re- 
ſpects, f 


Tz. DEDICATION. vii 
ſpedts, I did conceive I could not Dedi- 


— 


cate this Piece to a properer Perſon, ſince 
it cannot but be acceptable to one who has 
Receiv'd many diſtinguiſhing Marks of 
his Favour. As for your Perfections, they 


are Conf! picuous, your Imperfections few: 


The greateſt blot in your Eſcutcheon is, that 

you have been Barren when ſo N obly Co- 

ver'd, and the only reaſon that can be al- 

ſig n'd for it, is, that you were reſoly'd not 

1 to Baftardie your Brood. Vale mi di- 

| lectiſſime whilſt I remain, 

TDTDour Graces 

Mot Devoted 

and most Humble Servant, 

Beſtia de Silva, * 
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HEN Beaſts could Speak in times of 
3 1 (Lore, 


I be Hon had the Sovereign Pow'r; 
The Royal Beaſt the Septer ſway'd, 
And was by all the reſt obeyd, 
1 But 


45 fen 
6 4 But what his Subje&s wonder'd molt, 
7 Was, that the Fox ſhould rule the Roaſt; 
A cunning, ſutrle, prating Elf, 
That Thouſands ſtarv'd to feed himſelf; 
1 His avarice no llt knows, 


Unbounded as the Ocean flows, 
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In Fwelling Tides his Fortune grows; 
Each Friend of his of ſervile Race, 


* 


Buy his procurement had a place; 

The greateſt Poſts in all the Land, 

At his di 'poſal and command, 

Were full, beſtow d on pimp and WE" 
And thoſe chat would their neighbour ander: 
By this device he gain d his ends, 
And had ſecur'd him many friends; 


co» WM 
In all aſſemblies firmly ſtood, „ 1 .—= 
Grew noiſy, turbulent and loud; EY | 
The major part his prſelite 

| For while the ſubjects t their cad 
Tell me good Sir, whocan be free 
From dach uiek thranny: 


The major part muſt vote his cauſe, 


Tho both gainſt conſcience and the laws; . 
For intereſt their paſſion (ways, 21 


He forfeits all that diſobeys; 
His Neighbours flocks, he culls at pleaſure, „ 
Who dare not groan for loſitof treaſure; 
For © a thief ſhould try a thief, 
| Where can the ſubjects find relief: 


You may be ſure fraternity 
Will ſet their brother plund'rer free. 
* | Many 


(12) 


Many good folks expected help 


From this fam d Lyon, when a Whelp ; 


That when he came to rule the Nation, 
This Fox ſhould forfeit his high. ſtation, 


For then the Panther was in faſhion: 


The Panther is a noble beaſt, Ln 


A friendly, hoſpitable gueſt, 

Irfpr d to toil, bred up to arms; 
Inlepid ſtands, midſt wars alarms; 
A generous noble ſoul has he, 


From Bhbery and corruption free; 

And much in favour thdyghr to be; 
Cauſe when the Lyon forc d from court, 
The Panther did to him reſort; 


Follow d his fortune ever ſince, 


| Dear as his ſoul he lovd his Prince: 


(13) 

The Fox knew this, and thought *twas time 
To cha we the Panther with ſome crime, . | 

Leaſt chart he ſhould the pimp ſupplant, = 2 | 
And catch him in his knaviſh cant: 4 
To that intent he ſends out ſpies, 
To luck about with. prying eyes;. 
An infamous and worthleſs crew, 
That neither fame nor virtue knew; 
A newſance to ſociety, 
They fawin and cringe, and cant and lye;. 
Both Sycophant and Paraſite, 
Begot in {| pleen, and-hatch'd in ſpite, 
And uſher'd in the World by night. 


The Panther now conſpicuous grown, 


Gin d the applauſe of all che town; 


His 


(14) 
His parents virtue did inherit, 
| The Lyon lov'd him for his merit; 
Little ſuſpected ſuch vile arts 


Could rea ch his virtue or his parts, 


# 


Fluſh'd with the fumes of ſtrong champaign, 


And for that cauſe in company, 

194 Was not reſerv d but always free; 
Would paſs a joke and take a jeſt, 

if Keep all a ſecret in his breaſt ; 

41 - What paſsd abroad a merry making, 

Fi | | | 1 

h | He thought not worth his notice taking : 
| l =" Once it happen'd his ill fate, 
3! | | When he was out one evening late, 


17 . . 0,8 "LE « 

| 1 (For wine intoxicates the brain ) | 
* To catch up ſome ſatyrick rhimes, 
lj | | 


1 | Writ by ſome pander of the times, 


e 
That hinted at the Lyon s pride, 
And things I durſt not name beſi te ; 
His conſort treated ill whats name 
Stands fair in the records of fame, 
Which he at table did rehearſe, 
Then pockets up the guilty verſe, 
To ſerve ſome neceſſary uſe, 

That they no farther might diffuſe, 
Or ſexerer diſcontent about, 
Amongſt the guidy rabble rout. 
The Fox was out with all his ſpies, 
In number more than Argus Eyes, 


And had intelligence from one, 


What the preceeding night was done; 


Away he trudges to his maſter, 


Mercurius could not fly much faſter; 


When 
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To have his Soverei gn's will obey d, 


1360 


When he was ſent by pow” r divine, OO 5 


| From the etherial awful ſhrine, 


To ſome tereſtial gloomy "WER 


Or ſwift as Parthean's Arrow flies 5 ” - 
That wounds purſuing Enemies, 

And does the paſt nights actions tell, 

(He knew to aggravate full well.) 


The Panther went Next day to court, a 


Whither he daily did reſort, 


But was ſurpriz'd to find his * 


Did not one pleafing look afford, 
And did not treat him as before 
With all the marks of friendly pow'r r; 
At laſt the Hon fi ſi lence breaks, 


Aud thus unto the Panther ſpeaks ; 
| I have | 


. # . ; 5 ; , | l 5 4 
( T 7 | | | ; 


I have hear d Sir, of your pranks laſt night, | 
3 Thoſe RT Ig that were writ in ſpite, | 


To blaſt my character and fame, 
And the good actions of my dame, 
That neer deſery'd to be thus lreafed, 
If all her virtues were repeated; 
And if I am informed right, 
Of your tranſactions Sir, laſt night, 
You in your pocket have convey / 


* 


Thoſe ſervile thoughts that me upbraid; = 


Let's ſ ce the lines. -- I thee m_ 


You will not interpoſe your pow'r; =_ -- 
Put if you muſt the verſes ſee, he : 
Here they are my Liege for thee ; : 
He paus d, then with an humble mien, I 
Preſents the lines he wiſh'd not ſren: | 


E208 lie 


"| (68) 
He read, he paus 'd, and read again, 
Each line increaſing, ſtill his pain; 
A brave diſdain * choughts poſſeſt, 
Whilſt royal care perplex d his breaſt; 
Enrag d to be ſo baſely uud, 
To be degraded and abus d: 
Whilſt he ſtood up for Church oy Steeple, 
The laſt ing welfare of his People L 
Then tell me who the Author is, 
And in what company got thele. 
The Panther then with reverence ſaid, 
| Your order Sir, ſhould be obey'd, 
But tis below my dignity, 5 
. To turn informer, een to thee; 


The Lyon then in rage reply d, 


Are all my favours thus repaid ; 
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Have I regardleſs of the:reſt, : re g » 


Choſe you from all the herd of Beaſt, 


And nurs'd you always in my breaſt. 

Oh! monſtrous, baſe, ingratitude, 

On my good nature to intrude; 

Hear me abus'd and bear a part, 

And ſcreen the crime with ſubtle art; 

Can you conceal from me the Man, 

Whoſe guilty thoughts revile my name, 
And blaſt my character and fame; 
Then farewell friendſhip when too late, 


Know as I lov'd ſo LY wing en {1 
Certain I am, there” | 18 4 Houſe Leben . 
Where ſome beaſts herd) and there carouſe; „* 


E 


(C20) 
The Houle in a large Street is ſeen, 
That leads into my royal Denn 8 
And bears my Beaſts ro invite Signet ns 255 
There I am ſure, thou wert laſt nightt. 
Wich my fam d Tyger, bold in Big,, won 
And one but lately made a Knight ; 
That can my Rebel Subjects we. 
And nach them to obey the Law: 
He has been raisd to bigh — 
Has overthrown a ſervile Band, „ Vir 
That durſt invade my proper Land. 
The noble Leopard there reſorts, 
At midnight Revels, Drinks and Sports; 
The Wolfe, the wild Baar and. the Bear, l bt 
Joyn'd in your Gang, are always there; _ 
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( 21) 
Beaſts all well notedi in their Nation, 
Each one conſpicbus in his Station 12 
Beaſts 1 expected would fland faſt, _ 
And prove my honour to che laſt, 
But unprovok'd you read find I = 
The Sally's of a Traytor's mind, Ex - 
And hand about the guilty Verfe, 
Then ſmile whilſt you che words rehearſe ; I 
Ic ſeems to me upon that Score, 
The feig d refpe& you ſaid you bore, 
Both to my Perſon and the un 


My royal iſſue and de TI 


Was never ſhown I P ph ; ini 6 : | \ | 
Out of reſpect to mine r. 3 
But Intereſt and ne , ? | 


-” wo —— ww Wwe — 


(+) 
Then let the Wor Id from me beware, 


How they are led into a ſnare, 


- 
— 


They moſt deceive us, who moſt tru ted are. 


The Noble Panther then reply d, 


Believe me Sir, I am bely'd, 

My Loyalty has been 1 

I never read it as a zelt, 

Let them ſay what they will of me, 

I will be Loyal till I dye, Et: 

Or load me with the brand of ifa). | 
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Sir 


7 


. Whilſt he ſecurely ſtands. 


Eut ſhould we change the diſmal Scene, 
And call him to his leſſon 3 


HILST "doubty Bab with muckle might, 
Rules cheſe unhappy Lands, 2 
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What cer is wrong, muſt ſtill be right, — 
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